A nurses' home for Guy's Hospital is still a dream of the future, which can only become a reality when adequate funds are forthcoming. In the meanwhile, the nurses make the "best of their cubicles, which are light and airy in spite of their plainness. No one will rejoice more than the heads of the nursing department when the erection of a proper home is found feasible. All Every ache is a neuralgia, but the term is generally applied only to a pain occurring in the course of some nerve, for which we are unable to find any local definite cause. If any definite cause can be assigned then the name of the organ or structure which is disordered is prefixed to that of the word neuralgia, and by the collective term we mean that there is some condition of disordered nutrition which has not gone so far as to produce disease.
The general causes of neuralgia, are, in the first places, a predisposition in the patient's family to the development of various nerve affections, such as hysteria or epilepsy. If with this predisposition an undue strain in any direction is superadded, especially if it be long-continued neuralgia, is pretty certain to appear, and, if its warning be unheeded, the graver forms of nerve disease, such as those already mentioned, are likely to make their appearance. Thus, in a recent case, the patient had suffered from severe headaches which had lately increased so as to become continuous ; beiDg at school they were neglected until an attack of epilepsy supervened ; it was then found that the patient was suffering from defective sight, and that this was putting a severe strain upon his nervous system, and accounted for the headaches and for the fits. He came of a nervous family.
Anything which depresses the general health will make itself shown in the part of the body which is the most subject to strain, or which is badly nourished. Thus it is that neuralgia is most often seen in anaemic, badly nourished persons, and, since they nearly always have bad teeth, the nerves which supply the jaws, or someone of their branches or connections, is where the pain is situated. Thus it may either appear along the lower or upper ja.w, or may shoot up into the head, or into the temple, or even appear at one of these spots only, and they may lead to a mistaken impression as to its cause. Where some defect in the eyes is the cause of the neuralgia the pain is situated either over them, or at the back of the head, or may pass down the spine.
Pain travelling up the back of the neck to the head may also be due to the teeth, but is often a'form of spinal neuralgia derived from general debility. Pain travelling along the course of the ribs, that is affecting the intercostal nerves, is frequently left after an attack of " influenza," or herpes zotter, and the tendency remains for a period of months after the attack. The intercostal nerves are also the seat of pain in pleurisy. The lower intercostal nerves, in the same way, are the seat of the pain in peritonitis, and in other abdominal affections.
Spinal neuralgia, a very troublesome form of the complaint* is a neuralgia proceeding from conditions of general weakness, such as neurasthenia ; in it the pain is virtually a form of intercostal neuralgia, but is generally situated along the course of the spine, appearing less often in the side or front of the chest. The intercostal nerves spring from the spinal cord some two inchts above the rib they run along, and have three branches, one near the spine, one in the side, and one in the front of the chest; in intsrcostal and spinal neuralgia pain is sure to be felt in all these situations at one time or another.
Sciatica is another form of neuralgia. It affects the sciatic nerve, the great nerve which supplies the greater part of the muscles of the lower limb; in it the condition not uncommonly passes bayond a mere disorder of nutrition, and becomes one of disease, and signs of severe nerve injury may appear, the nutrition of the limb suffering, muscles wasting, the skin becoming glossy, and hypersensitive or the reverse, and the limb becoming weak.
Besides the terminations of the nerves, there are other points where pain is felt in neuralgia. These points, situated at the place where the nerve issues from a bone, are known as the points of Yalleix. One such point is situated near the junction of the middle and inner third of the upper margin of the orbit.
The pain in sciatica is often felt in the nerve near where it issues from the pelvis, or lower down along the course of the nerve, or of its branches, and especially behind the upper end of the fibula. Neuralgias of the intestines, or of the stomach, are very troublesome affections to treat, and there is always a danger that the pain of gastric ulcer may be mistaken for that of neuralgia. The chief points characteristic of neuralgia are that the pain comes on before food, and that although it may be increased by it for a short time, it soon passes off. The pain in gastralgia is, too, more diffused than in gastric ulcer, and there is commonly an occasional vomiting of blood or "coffee-ground" material. Lectures are given to the probationers, and they appear to be thoroughly instructed, and, moreover, they do credit to their teachers by looking healthy, intelligent, and remarkably neat and nurse-like. The third year of training of the first batch of probationers is approaching completion, and many of them are doubtless looking forward with eagerness to the certificates which will be awarded in the new year.
The whole scheme of training is identical with that of a first-class hospital, and the condition of the wards and patients is most creditable. Remembering the short time that has elapsed since the opening of the new infirmary and the chaos out of which this exquisite order has been evoked, other matrons under the Poor Law may take courage. In making a tour of the wards it ispleasant to learn from charge nurses who came in when the first patients were transferred in scores from the old buildiDgs, how quickly things settled down into order. The Jones. Naturally these pages also contain the usual arguments, by which creators of so-called "Cottage Nurses " attempt to justify the appropriation of the name and office of district nurses by women of very limited training. Could the word "Nurse "be altogether banished, and "Cottage Help" or "Mother's Help" substituted, the "system" which Miss Broadwood praises so eloquently would require no apologies, but then it might be loses one of its attractions.
In recommending candidates for training Miss Broadwood says truly, that "no one has a right to benefit an individual at the expense of the community," a warning specially applicable in such a connection, and she draws attention to the need for health, sobriety, and honesty being associated with a real liking for the work of nursing. For district nurses in towns a high standard of training is allowed to be necessary, though few will agree with the writer that the market is already overstocked with the hospital lady nurse, or at any rate with those who are duly trained and certificated.
Pupil Nurses under Miss Broadwood's Scheme.
The ages of these vary from twenty-two to thirty-five, but even this limit may be set aside, it is stated, on oscasions. Six months' preliminary experience in some district nursing institution, or the recommendation of persons to whom a woman has been well known for a year, makes an applicant eligible for entering as a pupil nurse. When accepted she must fulfil such duties as are assigned to her for three or six months in a ward or district. She receives training "such as is given to certificated monthly nurses," and is instructed in dressing wounds, bandaging, applying fermentations, poultices, leeches, the use of the clinical thermometer, enema apparatus and catheter, noting pulse, and various other nursing duties, besides invalid cookery, hygiene, observation and noting down of symptoms ! Up to August of last year 190 women, presumably all of the cottager class, had gone through this form of training, and by this time the number doubtless has been considerably added to. 
